HIST 1501 – Assignment # 1 
(Silk Road Unit)

Description: 
Students will select one of the four Silk Road stations that we are visiting in Unit 1:
	Xian
	Turfan
	Samarkand
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Baghdad 
They will research and write a short essay (4-5 pages) on these cities and how they were impacted by the Silk Road in Late Antiquity (200-800) and the Medieval Era (800-1400). 
Students will combine online research (websites) with academic, published materials. A maximum of two websites will be allowed. A minimum of two articles, and a minimum of two monographs (books). Total: 6 sources.
Length: 4-5 pages (ca. 1000-1200 words)
Due Date: Oct. 9, 2015
Value: worth 15% of overall grade.
Late Penalty: 
All assignments are due on their respective due dates; no extensions will be granted. Failure to submit an essay on its proper due date result in a 3% per day penalty (5% per weekend) for a maximum of 1 week. If students are having difficulty with an assignment, they are encouraged to approach the instructor as soon as possible. 

